Preface

The present issue of Theory and Practice of Second Language Acquisition
initiates the fifth year of publishing this journal. It was founded in 2015, at
a time when not many journals in applied linguistics (and specifically those
focusing on second language acquisition) were available. It was established
as a forum of discussion for Polish as well as foreign scholars. Indeed since
then, every consecutive issue of the journal has welcomed contributions
from many renowned researchers, such as Peter Maclntyre, David Singleton,
Larissa Aronin, and Jean-Marc Dewaele, to name just a few. It is the jour-
nal’s ambition to demonstrate new trends in SLA research, broadly under-
stood, both worldwide and in Poland, focusing on theoretical discussion and
practical solutions to problems based upon them. It is our aim not only to
publish contributions from well-known and respected authors but also from
young researches presenting fresh and innovative ideas. Thus, the journal
hopes to become a venue for the exchange of ideas between well-established
academics and those inspired by them. The journal presents issues ranging
from purely linguistic and cognitively-oriented research on language acquisi-
tion processes to psycho- and sociolinguistic studies, always trying to feature
the most recent developments in terms of topic choice as well as in the meth-
odology of research they employ. It is crucial for the development of academ-
ic research that we offer this opportunity to share ideas in an effective and
disseminated manner via journal publication, especially that we publish using
an open access system and where the entire production process is executed
online and the final product is available to everyone. The journal’s standards
and quality are guaranteed by the international Editorial Board of TAPSLA
composed of well-known Polish and foreign experts on a wide range of sec-
ond language acquisition problems. The Editors are also proud to announce
that the journal has obtained positive evaluation from SCOPUS and is now
indexed in their database, as well as covered as one of Elsevier products.
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This means that the present issue is the first one gaining increased visibility
and discoverability of the content, as Elsevier products are used by leading
research institutions, government organizations, decision-making bodies and
corporate organizations around the world. Updated information on the jour-
nal is available on the University of Silesia Institute of English webpage at
www.jja.us.edu.pl (via a special link) and on the journal webpage at www.
journals.us.edu.pl/index.php/TAPSLA.

The present issue opens with a study of the affective aspect of figurative
language in the context of learning German by native speaker of Slovene. The
paper by Teodor Petri¢ attempts to offer a descriptive and analytic framework
for capturing the psycholinguistic (especially affective) dimensions of a large
set of German idioms, as perceived by Slovene learners of German, and also
to relate the research results to such earlier elaborations as Citron et al. (2015).
The author hopes that the results will contribute to the development of our
knowledge of the role of affect in a foreign/second language setting.

Humor undoubtedly possesses a high positive affective potential, which
constitutes a thematic link to the second paper published in the present is-
sue, the study by Krystyna Warchat titled “Humour in Professional Academic
Writing.” The author explores the issue of apparent inherent incompatibility
between humorous elements and the arguably mandatory solemnity of aca-
demic publications. She points to a number of reader-engaging strategies quite
often used by authors of academic papers, which may potentially enhance the
author-reader rapport and thus facilitate scholarly communication. The paper
makes also an important educational contribution, in formulating a number of
valuable recommendations for the ESL/EFL context, highlighting the human
face of academic writing to the students of the subject.

The article “Poetry in Teaching Grammar to the Advanced Users of Polish
as a FL” by Marzena S. Wysocka continues the theme of reconciling some
apparently mutually exclusive factors in FLL, juxtaposing the alleged system-
breaking nature of poetic language with the apparent rigidity of grammatical
instruction. The subjects were learners of Polish as a foreign language at the
School of Polish Language and Culture at the University of Silesia in Katowice,
who responded very positively to the introduction of poetry as a kind of “gram-
mar refresher,” creating opportunities for polishing up grammatical correctness
and expanding their linguistic repertoire.

One of the very visible facts of contemporary European university educa-
tion is the high volume of international student exchange, especially within the
Erasmus+ framework. No wonder that it inspires research interests of repre-
sentatives of many disciplines. The potential L2 linguistic gain resulting from
a study placement abroad is put to test in a small-scale investigation, reported
in a paper by Katarzyna Ozanska-Ponikwia, Angélica Carlet, and Maria Pujol
Valls. The authors came to the conclusion that although Erasmus+ mobility
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is a very powerful factor contributing positively to the development of L2
speaking skill and grammar proficiency, it is definitely not the guarantee of
success, as many other factors, such as language engagement, overall satisfac-
tion from the Erasmus+ experience, as well as the amount and quality of lan-
guage input outside the classroom influenced in an important way the ultimate
potential gain.

The paper “Foreign Language Students’ Perceptions of Their Identity” by
Liliana Piasecka explores the dynamic character of foreign language learning
process in the context of an alternative L2 language identity construction, expe-
rienced by students of English as a foreign language. The author highlights the
positive aspects of this process, enumerating such beneficial effects as increased
appreciation of English as a tool of cross-cultural communication, leading to
the development of more open-minded attitude and tolerance. The new language
identity obtained thanks to the development of English is described as prestige-
building, self-confidence raising and mind-broadening factor.

The last research paper of the issue returns to the learning environment of
the third-age language students, which has already been explored in a number
of papers published in previous volumes. The study by Lukasz Matusz and
Anna Maria Rakowska focuses on the learning difficulties faced by senior
participants of third-age university language courses organized by academic
institutions in Silesia. Their past experience and awareness of own limitations
guarantee reliable and valuable source of information for course developers
aimed at this particular language group.

The issue concludes with two book reviews. One of them is the review
of the monograph by Hadrian Lankiewicz, Teacher Language Awareness:
A Collaborative Inquiry Based on Languaging (Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu
Gdanskiego, 2015), a volume worth of interest especially for FL teacher train-
ers in various educational centers concerned with the professional development
of teachers at different levels: both at pre-service and at the in-service stage
(reviewed by Danuta Gabrys-Barker), and a slightly earlier publication by
Danuta Wisniewska, Action Research in EFL Pedagogy: Theory and Analysis
of Practice (Wydawnictwo Naukowe UAM, 2013), a work highly recommended
not only for EFL teacher trainees and their instructors, but also for all teachers
of English for whom constant reflection and self-development constitute indis-
pensable ingredients of their professional career (reviewed by Ewa Piechurska-
Kuciel).

This issue offers mainly new research contributions, reflecting the vari-
ability of the learning environments in which language learning and acquisi-
tion take place in the contemporary world, but in addition, point to practical
applications of the findings and suggest a number of ingenious solutions, ready
to be implemented in language teaching practice.
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We would like to thank all the contributors to this volume and to invite
other Polish and foreign academics to share their scholarly research with us
by submitting their work to our journal, which is published by the prestigious
Polish academic publisher, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Slaskiego (University
of Silesia Press).
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